individually. But Sankara being ageless would not bow
down before the aged Prajapathi even though he happened
to be his own father-in-law. The selfcentered and the
haughty headed Daksha misunderstood the Lord's motive.
He felt highly insulted as Sankara did not even get up from
his throne as a mark of respect due to an elder. Siva's
behaviour stung Daksha who was not used to being ignored.
The Prajapathi grew angry and made long and heavy
strides. The veins on his forehead swelled and throbbed
with rage. He began to scream out abuse after abuse on
Siva. " It is a shame and a disgrace that I have given my
daughter in marraige to you, a wandering begger with ash
from cremation grounds smeared all over the body. Your
dress is strange and your ways vagrant. You lack manners11,
he roared in anger. He would have nothing to do with Siva
thereafter He swore vengeance. But Siva ignored all these
abuses and remained calm. He was aware that paying
obeisance to one inferior to Himself (Daksha) would shorten
his life span.
After some time, Daksha arranged for a great yagna
to be performed at Kanakhala kshetra. All the Gods and
Goddesses were specially invited. So also the sages and the
princes all over the world. The only exceptions were Sankara
and his consort Sati. The entire place was cleared and well
decorated. Beautiful pandals were erected. Pots of gold
and silver with ingredients like milk and honey adorned
the hall. Elephants, horses and chariots were kept ready for
the invitees. Elaborate arrangements were made for the
comfortable stay of the celestials and human beings.
Animals for the sacrifice were procured.
Fifty-nine daughters of Daksha and their husbands
came in advance. They all wore silk garments and precious
jewels. Gods and other celestials were hastening to reach
the spot. Sati saw their unusual rush towards the earth and
came to know about the sacrifice from her maid.